
REGENERATIVE ACTIVITY AT COMSTOCK FARM
NRCS programming 



Aerial view 
Comstock Farm 

1954



Aerial view 
Comstock Farm

2019 

Self contained
farm infrastructure

Water supply
Agricultural and domestic wells

Sewage
 2 constructed wetland sewers

Electricity
9 kw photovoltaic system

Power to structures buried 
under roads





First blackwater 
constructed

wetland after 24
 years in operation

The greenhouse 
in background

is propagating an
endangered species,
Eriogonum tiehmii

Rental income from the
greenhouse supports 

farm activities



Second  blackwater constructed wetland during construction 2018 



Our solar project was the first rural 
installation  to combine an 

NV Energy solar rebate with a USDA 
rural development grant

9-kilowatt photo voltaic system
installed 2009

At this time, the system provided all the power 
necessary for business and farm





In the beginning, there was hay 
Between 2000 and 2017 production dropped from 70 tons to 30 tons; one cutting per year



Hay fields declined and weeds advanced

Hoary cress

White top

Neighbor’s Canadian thistle, knapweed, foxtail

Prolific annual weeds 6-03



Occasional burning is considered productive for releasing 
nutrients, stimulating growth; common practice

 in restoration

Burning sends carbon from the field into the atmosphere.
After a few burning years, ditches and fields 

were losing vegetative cover, opening the door
 for expanding weed invasions.

Quit burning 2007; increased mowing hay fields off season
Using flail mower instead of brush hog

Continue to maintain a burn pile; expanding composting
Mulching fields with native residual organic material 

Moral of the story, “reality is nuanced”
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A sample of
NRCS programs 
available in 2022

that are pertinent 
to our farm



NRCS





High tunnel installation 2010









Added a vegetable dryer for preservation; easy alternative to jars
1.5 lbs of dried tomatoes fits into a sandwich ziploc



Vineyard cover crop seeding
11-18

Annual weeds 6-19

Grass groundcover
5-23

Sheep and Hard Fescue
and remnant Tall fescue

NRCS groundcover establishment

In our harsh dry windy environment
should annual cropping be encouraged?





NRCS  Green manure 
cover crop 7-19

DAIKON RADISH

seeded daikon radish 5-2-18  2 lb



Pollinator garden; seeded 12-21



Monarch garden 9-22

Perennial clover dominant 
and persistent with

Yarrow, vetch, and sunflowers
But where’s the Milkweed, 

Penstemons, and Sulfur flower?



MILKWEED MONARCH HABITAT SUMMER 2023

Asclepias speciosa and fasicularis have increased
10-fold on the farm in the last three years



28 ACRE REGENERATIVE DRILL SEEDING  10-22
Rich Wilkinson Great Plains drill

FIELDS 1,3,4 



PEAS SURFACING  6-9-23
RADISH AND  RYE GRAIN

6-15-23
ARVIKA AUSTRIAN PEAS FLOWERING 6-16-23

HAIRY VETCH 7-10-23

COVER CROP 
SUCCESS





Currant groundcover
between rows

annual broadleaf weeds

REGENERATIVE SEEDING IN 
GREAT BASIN WILDRYE ROWS

 1-24



1 2  3  4 5  6  7 8 9  DR

BAYS

Each bay contains a unique cover crop seed blend 
and variable application techniques

Grass left standing until early spring mowing
4’ snow drifts settled in western rows



1-24 COVER CROP SEEDING

SPECIES  Bulk LBs Seeded

Date 26-Jan 20-Jan 21-Jan 21-Jan 23-Jan 26-Jan 27-Jan 28-Jan 30-Jan

Seeding method ddsd dsd dsd sdd dsd dsd dsd dsd

Bay 1  Bay 2 Bay 3 Bay 4 Bay 5 Bay 6 Bay 7 Bay 8-9 Ditch road

Annual rye L73 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

Radish 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Lentils 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

Peas 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

Millet 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2

Crimson clover 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Hycon Rose clover 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Wheat winter Ray 2 2

Barley spring Lavina 2

Oats spring Monida 2

Oats spring Ajay 5

Triticale 2

Quickguard 5

Hairy vetch 2

Wildflowers annual 1

13 10 12 12 12 12 14 13 11

COVER CROP SEEDING 1-24      Broadcast experiment

Unlike spring 2022 seeding which also contained perennial pasture species as well









Great Basin Wildrye
6-23

Shed contains our
ag well  300 gpm 

at 100’ depth



NRCS Fallow Field 7-22

Are these fields slowly
reverting to 1850?



Somersett housing development Reno, NV

Are these slopes
reverting to 

1850?

11-02

11-11



CRANES ON THE FARM



Home sweet home

Questions?
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